
From: "Stevenson, Peter" </O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE;GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=CA0210B9CD464B5A8779B165812DD479-STEVENSON,PETER>
To: Goodrick

John;
CC:
Date: 10/17/2014 8:19:29 AM
Subject : FW: Looking for agency reports/responses to North Dakota info
Attachments: In North Dakota a blowout preventer failed causing a release of between 50 and 70 barrels per day of flowback and oil.docx

John, can you direct Ashley to the website?
 
From: Pfeiffer, Tricia
Sent: Wednesday, October 15, 2014 11:48 AM
To: McElmurry, Ashley
Cc: Stevenson, Peter; Dhieux, Joyel; LeDuc, Stephen
Subject: FW: Looking for agency reports/responses to North Dakota info
 
Ashley,
 
From EPA, I believe Peter Stevenson actually responded to some of the incidents described in the attachment.  I have cc’d the OSC (Emergency Response-On-Scene Coordinators) that will know more about the incidents.  . 
 
From North Dakota, I suspect Kris Roberts (ND Dept. of Health, Division of Water Quality, 701-328-5236 kroberts@nd.gov) responded and collected samples.  Also, Edmund Baker (Environmental Tribal Department Director  (701) 627-4569, Edmund Baker
<edmundbaker@mhanation.com>) visited the site.
 
--tricia
 
Tricia Pfeiffer
Environmental Engineer
US EPA Region 8 Watershed & Aquifer Protection Unit
Phone: (303) 312-6271
Fax: (303) 312-7150
 
http://www.epa.gov/region8/ecosystems/
 
***********************************************************
US EPA Region 8
1595 Wynkoop Street
Mail Code 8EP-EPR
Denver, Colorado 80202
***********************************************************
 
From: McElmurry, Ashley
Sent: Wednesday, October 15, 2014 11:16 AM
To: Pfeiffer, Tricia
Subject: Looking for agency reports/responses to North Dakota info
 
Hi Tricia,
 
My name is Ashley McElmurry and I’m a contractor in Ada for the EPA.  I work with Jim Weaver who gave me your contact info that he received from Stephen LeDuc.  I’m trying to find out if there are any agency reports from either the EPA or state of North Dakota in
response to pipeline spills that have been reported on.  We have the newspaper articles that were written on the various incidents, but I’m trying to find a second source other than media to get more information.  I’ve attached a list of the articles that I have and would like
more information on.  If you could help me find reports from either the EPA and/or state or point me in the right direction, I’d greatly appreciate it.
 
Thank you for your time
 
-Ashley







· In North Dakota a blowout preventer failed causing a release of between 50 and 70 barrels per day of flowback and oil (Reuters, 2014). A three-foot berm was placed around the well for containment. Frozen droplets of oil and water sprayed on a nearby frozen creek. Liquid flowing from the well was collected and trucked offsite.

. 



· In 2006 a broken pipeline released over a million gallons of produced water. The release contaminated a creek, pond and aquifer, and caused a die-off of fish, turtles, and plants (MacPherson, 2013). The spill was discovered by accident in January of 2103, when a worker discovered the spill from a 18-mile long, 3-inch underground plastic pipeline. Both contaminated soil and briny water has been removed, but the cleanup continues (MacPherson, 2013).



· A spill in 2011 released an estimated 332,000 gal of produced water from a hole that was characterized as being “pinhole” in size. Twenty-five acres of cropland and wetlands were contaminated (MacPherson, 2013). 



· North Dakota has almost 300 active produced water disposal pipelines and metering is required on 42 of them. In 2012 there were a reported 141 pipeline leaks reported in North Dakota (MacPherson, 2013).

· In July 2014, a produced water pipeline broke on the Fort Berthold Reservation in North Dakota and released an estimated million gallons of produced water (ICTMN, 2014). Vegetation was reported to have been killed in a two-mile long area leading to Lake Sakakawea, a source of drinking water for the reservation. The pipeline owners and the tribal government have reported that drinking water was not affected. The pipeline was not equipped with a monitoring system and the leak was detected through evaluation of production loss reports. A berm was constructed to prevent water from entering the lake (Wood and MacPherson, 2014). 



· A network of pipelines exists to transport produced water from production to disposal wells. (Wood and MacPherson, 2014). 



· In August 2014 another pipeline spill on the Fort Berthold Indian Reservation leaked 3,000 barrels of produced water (Wood, 2014).
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